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Lord, please help the weary!
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by Tracey Flemings-Davillier

The destruction caused by Hurricane Kaltrina has been well chronicled. The utter devastation of property,
loss of life, and displacement of thousands of people has made a profound impact on this country. Yet,

the story goes on. The lives of people affected in Louisiana and Mississjppr has taken on a new dimension
/ call “dis-connecteaness’. Having lost everything thousanas of people are missing the intangibles of
communily and fellowship. Tracey Flemings-Davillier aptly describes this loss in the following article.

We at IN A WORD miss our “‘connections” as well and we pray that in the months ahead old bonds can

be restfored and new ones found. -the Edlifor

On Friday, August 26th, when | awoke, | had no
idea that my life and the lives of so many people
was about to change forever. | had never lived or
worked in another city and hadn’t seriously con-
sidered the possibility. The news that Hurricane
Katrina was headed directly to New Orleans
seemed to come out of nowhere and took many of
us by surprise. Nevertheless, not wanting to take
the chance and given that we have two small chil-
dren and just like so many other years in the past,
my family gathered up a few pieces of clothing for
what we thought would be a 3 or 4 day trip to
Houston. Things were different this time.

The days following the Hurricane seemed surreal.
The stories on the television, the e-mails and the sto-
ries told by family and friends were disheartening.
Some without the means to evacuate struggled to
survive in the City | called home. Some who were
trapped in their houses escaped the volatile wrath of
the flood waters in the City | call home. Some had
been separated from their loved ones ...while others
evacuated to dis-
tant cities no longer
called the City
home. | began to
wonder if the City |
had called home
since birth could still
be my home. Two
months later, I'm
feeling a need for
the home that |
knew, the City that |
call home.

But, it’s not merely
the City that is my
home, it’s the peo-
Tracey and husband John at ple, my family, my
baptism of second child. friends, the church

where | was baptized as a baby. It is the place
where | met my high school sweetheart and the
church where | married him. It’s the bonds that |
developed as a little girl with my grandfather (who
is deceased), grandmother and mother who are
the wind beneath my wings. It’s the place where |
gave birth to my two children and the church
where they were baptized; the same priest who
presided over my marriage, blessed my house
and baptized my children. It’s the place where |
attended Catholic elementary and high schools
and the Catholic university that | attended; my
first and only house. It is the place of closeness
of a family with aunts whose cooking can make
you go back for seconds and thirds, uncles who
love the Saints (despite the odds) and a host of
cousins and childhood friends with whom |
shared my childhood. It is my girlfriends with
whom I've shared nights out on the town, the
gospel mass at St. Maria Goretti, the diverse cul-
ture, the Creole, Cajun, French, Italian and Soul
food, the historical ambience of the neighbor-
hoods, Mardi Gras, Jazz Fest, Audubon Zoo, the
French Market, the French Quarters, and so on.

While many people choose to move away from the
place where they grew up, | only evacuated from
New Orleans and did not make a choice to per-
manently relocate. Although many people for var-
ious reasons have now chosen to relocate to other
places after the Hurricane (and | don’t blame them
for choosing to do so), | want to go back home. |
have a need to feel connected to the life that was
mine and that was abruptly taken away in many
ways. Many have said, while trying to comfort the
evacuees, “You have your life and you should be
grateful for that.” | am and | thank God everyday
for my many blessings, but | think some people fail
to realize that a life is more than the physical body
which people see on the outside. Our physical
body embodies our spirit, which is developed



throughout the course of our lives
by the people and events that are
or were a part of our lives. While
tangible things which many of us
have lost in the Hurricane can be
replaced, the memories that are
tied to special things are what
make those things important and
irreplaceable — a wedding dress
or wedding book, a child’s
Christening gown or baby book, a
keepsake or memento of a spe-
cial day or time in our lives, and
items passed on from generation
to generation — lost forever. Such
things cannot simply be replaced.

The retirement community in Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi. All members have had to relo-
Even though | have lost so many cate to various parts of the USA

aspects of my life both tangible

and intangible, | want to reconnect with the people
and places in New Orleans in hopes of feeling at
home again. While | realize that life will be different
in the City | call home, it is still my home, and there’s
just no place like home.

The bridge between Bay Saint Louis and Pass Christian was
destroyed. Families and communities have been likewise
disconnected. The enormity of this loss cannot be measured.

St. Mary’s Academy and St. Augustine High School in New
orleans were so badly damaged that they cannot reopen until
next September. These freshman students at St. Mary’s
were in school for only three weeks when Katrina hit.
Students are now found throughout the USA

Many of the elderly and retired in New Orleans lost every-
thing. Merian Gross pictured above had to evacuate to
Houston and Dallas. She now lives in Washington DC with her
granddaughter Dionne (center) and daughter Donna (right).
Like many other retired people Ms. Gross lost more than her
possessions...she lost “home”.

Tracy and John with family and friends after baptism of first
child. Her home parish is St. Maria Goretti Church in New
Orleans East. They are now “dis-connected”.




Yes, we are back! With this issue IN A WORD returns to
business. We thank everyone for the patience and under-
standing given us during these troubled times.

Bay Saint Louis suffered extensive damage. We still have
no phone service, gas, or water as of this date. Electricity
came on after 7 weeks.

The town of Bay Saint Louis is gradually climbing out of
the nightmare. Our neighboring town of Waveland,
Mississippi suffered total devastation and the needs there
are indescribable.

Cathy Green-Miner and her family are okay in Slidell.
They are still not able to live in their own home. They are
hoping to be back home by Thanksgiving.

Please do send us news and information for upcoming
issues. You can e mail us at editor@inaword.com. You can
call us on a cell phone at 504.908.6343. If you have trou-
ble getting through (many do!) text us a message at that
number to call you back. For some reason text works!

Chari Lee of Waveland, Mississippi lost everything she
owned because of Katrina. However, her parish family of
St. Rose de Lima in Bay Saint Louis assists her and oth-
ers with clothes, food and above all “love”.

Chari is shown in this picture laughing with Father
Sebastian Myladyil, SVD, pastor, and Marilyn Smith as
she tries on a pair of jeans.

St. Rose has become a lifeline for people in this small com-
munity. Over 2,000 people have been helped with basic
supplies. If you would like to help, St. Rose asks that you
consider adopting a family or adopt a child who is in
Catholic School to alleviate the burden of paying tuition.
Contact Father Sebastian at 1.228.467.7347

E mail to sebymy @ hotmail.com

English-speaking Caribbean Catholics of North America
(CCNA), with several visitors from abroad, gathered for
their first-ever national convention, “Celebrating Unity
in Caribbean Diversity,” August 26-28, in Arlington, VA.
Most Reverend Joseph Perry, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago
and Most Reverend Vincent Darius, Bishop of Grenada, par-
ticipated. The agenda of networking, plenary sessions and
liturgies expressed and implied hope, resiliency, persistence
and a joyous spirituality.

The convention was a response to “Welcoming the
Stranger Among Us,” issued in 2000 by the US Catholic
bishops. Since then, US Caribbean Catholics have met to
reflect on how they can share their gifts with the Church
in the US. Although agenda issues included immigration
challenges, developing and accessing resources, and
supporting the Caribbean Catholic family, most partici-
pants interviewed cited maintaining family and cultural
connections as a high priority

Father Clyde Harvey, Trinidad, delivered a homily that
that summed up what the gathering was all about. He
said, “We are saying that we have talent to share with our
church. If this conference means anything, it's not about
who does not accept your gifts. It's about whether you
use them. How many of you have claimed the gifts
entrusted to you, allowed them to be tested in the fire,
taught the young to claim theirs? We must make sure our
young are not afraid of the fire.”

Sixty-five youth and 25 adults from the Archdiocese
of Detroit made a Sankofa Pilgrimage the weekend of
October 14-16 that included the Millions More Movement
Mass at Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian Church, Washington,
DC. The Office of Black Catholic Ministries with Fr.
Clarence Williams, CPPS and the Urban Youth Office with
Alejandro Torres brought eight parishes from the Detroit
area— a multiracial and multi-cultural pilgrimage— to be
in solidarity and to build bridges by participating in the
Millions More Movement.

Fr. Williams said, “Children don't know enough to reflect them-
selves. It is the parents, leaders and teachers that they reflect.
Gangs gather and train their young. We must do that, too.”

A full description of the Caribbean Convention and the
Sankofa Pilgrimage can be found on the IN A WORD
website. We thank Ms. Vivian Rouson for sharing this
information with us.

Divine Word Missionaries is an international missionary community of over
6,000 brothers and priests. In 1905 the SVDs began working among African
Americans in the southern United States. Today, Divine Word Missionaries work
in over 35 parishes in Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas and Arkansas.
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